TSMC Ranked No. 1 in Semiconductor Manufacturing by IEEE
Spectrum Patent Power Scorecard

Hsinchu, Taiwan, R.O.C. — December 17, 2015 — TSMC today announced that the
Company earned the highest ranking for the Semiconductor Manufacturing Sector in
IEEE Spectrum magazine’s “Patent Power Scorecard”, affirming TSMC’s technology
innovation as well as patent portfolio and strategy.

As a leader in semiconductor manufacturing technologies and innovations, TSMC
invests billions of dollars in research and development each year. The number one
ranking for patents generated by TSMC’s research marks the second consecutive year
that TSMC reached the top 10 of the Semiconductor Manufacturing Sector in the
scorecard.

“TSMC's intellectual property vision is building a world class semiconductor patent
portfolio to ensure our technology leadership and support our business development,”
said TSMC Vice President and General Counsel Sylvia Fang. “We are delighted to
receive this distinction, which attests to our long-term efforts in protecting TSMC’s
intellectual property rights and creating patent value.”

IEEE Spectrum is the flagship magazine of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers (IEEE). It has published its “Patent Power Scorecard” annually since 2007,
and divides thousands of leading companies, academic institutions, nonprofit
organizations, and government agencies worldwide into 17 sectors to rank their
“Patent Power”. “Patent Power” is quantitatively evaluated based on the growth,
impact, originality, and generality of an organization’s patent portfolio.

For further details, please refer to the IEEE Spectrum article online at:
http://spectrum.ieee.org/static/interactive-patent-power-2015
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